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Catherine Young, the creator of Bumpkin Bears,
tells us how these adorable characters capture

the spirit of care-free childhood days

atherine Young, the arts
who brings the sweet
Bumpkin Bears characiers
to life, is British but mowr lives i a
amall rural village in Belgiom, near
the artistec aty ol Anbwerp.
“1 live here with my wonderful
angl suppartive partnes, two mad
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cais and an ever-growing collection
of my hond-made bears,” says
Catherine.

*I have always been creative,
making hand-made gifts for family
and friends, and | pursued this love
at callege where [ smdied art and
textile design.

=1 love to take the time to create
that extra-special gifi. | enjoy
interior and ganden design and
when not making bears, vou'll find
me out in my garden

“] shared my muom's love o
nuany things in life including teddy
hears, and laughing at Winnie the
Pooh adventures. Over my lifetime
she gave me many bears as gifts
— they were often “jutt bacause”
gifts and these littde characters
alwavs gave me a sense of comiont
and friendship.

“Wiy dear mum sadly passed
away o few years ago but | know
she woukd be my bears' greatest
fan. It is my wish that my latele
Bumpkin Bears can bring o
collectors as much love and
comfort as these bears have for me.

“Bumpkin Bears come from
my childhood days when [ spent
many a happy tme at my granny’s
home in the heart of the English
countrysade. [dyllic days were
spent out of doors and 1t s these
memories that my bears bring alive
in their chamcters.,

“The actual mame Bumpkin
came from one of these childhood
memories My granny had taken
iy bast friend and me on a trip
o London to see zll the llwl{‘luﬂ'l
Chrstmas lights, She asked the taxi
driver if he could show ‘these lile
country bumpkins the best sights
of London'.

At the Hime | am sore 1 felt
embarrasaed bt now [ look back
with fondness and really, truly |
am a hittle eountry bumpkin, My
bears love all there 13 to love about
the good old country life They will
bring to vou all the love and care
that goes into making them, nlong
with their owen great sparkling
Bumpkin sparit."”

The Bumpkin Bears were
born Fallowing Catherine’s visit
to a teddy bear fair in Beldinm at
Christmas 2001, where she got her
first teddyv-making kit as a present.

=Omce [ starmed [ couldn’t pa
him down and I've heen caught by
the bearmaking bug ever since,”
she exploins. *T became dedicated
1o learn all there was and still is to
learn about this wondedful art.

"My hithe Bumpkin Bears caphune
care-free days, pwinkling eyes of
frienship amed those ever-mmportant
open arms for lots of caddles.”

Bumpkin Bears ane cuddly
friends designed with the
discerning adult calleetor in mind.
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Bumpkin Bears come from my

childhood days when I spent
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through their new beary Irend.
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have got 1o, 1 can usally find them
putdoors in the garden or exploring
through the fields and hiding up
apple trees. As much as they enjoy
all this, their favourite part of the
day rempins having a loving pair
of arms 1o come home to after a
day’s adventures.

My Bumpkin Bears are over
the moeon about being feanared in

the fantastic TET magazine - 1 go
:'I-i!|_'|.'.;|t||. into thee city of Antwer
oo gy it from the incernarional
maogazine shop. We all love to sit
together o read it and it will be
levely to see the bears smiling o
from the pages.” &

Carthering Young
Website: www.bnmpkinbears. o
Email: catherined@bumpkinbears.c

Tel: +32 3772 7720



