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Catherine Young, the creator of Bumpkin Bears,

tells us how these adorable characters capture
the spirit of care-free childhood days

atherine Young, the artst
who brings the sweet
Bumpkin Bears chamcters
to life, is British but nose ives i a
amall rural village in Belgiom, near
the artiste: aty ol Anbwerp.
“1 live here with my wonderful
angl suppartive parthes, two mad
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cats and an ever-growing collection
of my hand-made bears,” says
Catherine

I have alwaws been creative,
making hand-made gifts for fmily
and friends, and 1 pursued this love
at college where [ smdied art and
texiile design,

=[ love to take the time to create
that extra-special gifi. 1 enjoy
interbor and ganden design and
when not making beass, you'll find
ne oul in my garden

“] shared my mum's love of
nany things in life including teddy
hears, and laeghing at Winnie the
Pooh adventures. Over my lifetime
she gave me many bears as gifts
— they were often “just becadse”
gifts and these little characters
always gave me a sense of comiont
and Friendship.

My dear mum sadly FI.IIHh\.'-II.
away o few years ago bt 1 know
she would be my bears' greatest
fam. It ks my wish that my lattle
Bumpkin Bears can bring o
collectors as much love and
comfort as these bears have for me

"I_-'|-'.|rr1phin Bears come from
my childhood days when [ spent
many a happy tme ai my granny’s
home in the heart of the English
countryside. Idyllic days were
spent ot of doors and it is these
memories that my bears bring alive
in their chamcters,

“The aetual name Bumpkin
came from one of these childhood
memories. My granny had taken
iy best friend and me on a trip
to London to see all the magical
Chrstmas lights, She asked the taxi
driver if he could show ‘these litle
country bumpkins the best sights
of London'

Wat the ime | am sure 1 feli
embarrasaed It now [ look back
with fondness and really, truly 1
am a hittle country bumpkin, My
bears love all there is to love alwur
the good old country life. They will
bring to you all the love and care
that goes into making them, along
with their own great sparkling
Bumpkin spirit.”

The Bumpkin Bears were
bom follewing Catherine's visit
to a teddy bear fair in Belgiom ai
Christmas 2001, where she got her
first teddy-making kit as a present.

=Dnce [ started [ eouldn’t pot
him down and I've been caught by
the bearmaking bug ever since,”
she explaing. °T became dedizated
1o learn all there was and stll is to
learn about this wonderful art.

sy hittle Bumnpkin Bears caphire
care-free days, pwinkling eyes of
friemlship amgd those ever-mmportant
open arens for lots of cuddles."”

Bumpkin Bears are cuddly
friends designed with the
discerning adult eallector in mind.
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Sumphkin Bears come from my

childhood days when I spent
many a happy time at my granny's
home in the heart -'.:llr. the f'.':4'gj'.r|'.ﬁ'3.'
countryside. Idyllic days were spent out
af doors and it is these memortes that
|'.|‘|'_|'|' ;.;'-E"H.ll."'\- nr.l'?'.'lh'l{_f 1'|'|||'I'a|" IH |r.;i‘|'.|l.||.

characters,
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through therr new beary frnemd

“If 1 I T S '.l\.|'||_' i I'!!f |'H_'.I:"H.
hawe gor 1o, 1 can usually find them
gutdoors in the garden or exploring
through the ficlds and hiding up
apple trees. As much as they enjoy
all this, their favourite part of the
day remnins having a loving pair
of arms 1o come home 1o after a
day’s adventures.

My Bumpkin Bears are over
the moon about being feanired in

the fantastec TET magazine - 1 go
:'I-ill_'l.'.;|':||. st the city of Antwer
1o bagy it from the incernariomnal
magazine shop, We zll love fo sit
together to nead it and it will be
lovely to see the bears smiling o
from the pages.” &

Cathering Young
Website: www. bnmpkinbears. o
Email: catherinef@humpkinhears

Tel: +32 3772 7720



